Sunday, July 28th, 2002
Hi Gavin

This will (probably) be a bit shorter than usual. I have no entries in my diary. And for most of the week I have been working long hours to get writing done. Most days I worked until late at light and even went up to midnight on one occasion. There is a big ‘bubble’ of work going through at the moment so when that has gone I hope I can revert to a more normal, less frantic pace. The main work has been with the revision of the HK chemistry book; hopefully the major part of that will be done this week. The HK company hopes to submit the complete book to the Education Department by the end of August for review, which is the reason for the hurry, but at the rate they are going I somehow doubt that they will make the deadline.


In Hong Kong, not that much seems to have been happening. On one evening last week, the police got a tip-off about a ‘reconciliation’ dinner in a restaurant between two triad gangs. They raided the place and arrested a number of senior gang leaders. I don’t know what will happen to them. One hears from time to time of the arrest of triad leaders but then never hears any more, so we don’t know if they end up in jail or not. The Chief Executive and his cabinet are spending two days at the Gold Coast Hotel for brainstorming sessions about HK issues. Arthur Li, the Vice Chancellor of CUHK and now the ‘minister’ of Education was on TV recently being interviewed about education in HK. The question came up about the education of his own children in HK. His boys (I don’t know if he has any girls) of course are/were at Eton College! He mentioned that his children went through the HK primary system (which means ESF which is hardly ‘local’ education!). And secondary education, he was asked? You could tell that Li was uncomfortable with this question. He replied that because his children cannot speak Cantonese (really, I wouldn’t have guessed that) they had to get their education overseas (Eton was not mentioned). 


Forgot to mention last week about the Black Hawk helicopters bought for the HK Government. Apparently there is some problem with them and they all have to be repaired/modified. 


Each week, I check on the Internet on the progress of the tri-nations Rugby series. Yesterday, Australia beat South Africa in Brisbane in a game that was ill-tempered and closer that expected. So it seems that the tri-nations is still going on in spite of the Commonwealth Games having started in Manchester (which we hear very little of here and which you will probably hear nothing of in the US). For the last games, the three nations sent their best players to the Commonwealth Games for the Rugby 7s competition but they are probably unable to do that this time. (Maybe the last Games were held in the Rugby off-season.)


Heard on the radio the other day of general elections in New Zealand and these were held yesterday. I was vaguely aware that they were being held. Anyway, the New Zealand Prime Minister, Helen Clark, called a snap election recently because her Labour party was riding high in the polls and she wanted to get an absolute majority in Parliament (i.e., more that half the members of Parliament) as she has only had a minority government and had to form a coalition with some smaller parties. Well, it turned out that her plan may have backfired as her party’s popularity dropped significantly in just the past week. From a brief report I heard yesterday, she did not seem to get the majority she wanted. But the major opposition party – the National Party, which Jenny Shipley used to lead – fared much worse, with some of the smaller parties such as the ‘Greens’ getting more support.


Did you hear about the people in the US who are to sue McDonalds, Wendys and other fast food companies for causing their obesity? Interesting, as just last week I was thinking of the problems caused by fast food and that sometime, someone way sue the companies. Strange that is happened so soon!


Good to get your ‘phone call the other day. As mentioned, the University Language Centre replied and asked how to register with the VA. I have the VA website ‘bookmarked’ and will check to see how this can be done then let them know. 


Have not had any letters from NZ for a long time now. Got an e-mail from Auntie Heather the other day to say that Nana had another fall and that she is getting additional nursing care from the government (?) Nurse Maude Service. Don’t know how much longer she will last. So, if you have time, send a card/letter.

That’s about it for now. Didn’t make 2 pages but not a bad effort considering I had little to start with. You may have noticed that when I have a lot to write (as in the last letter), I decrease the sizes of the margins to try to fit everything onto 2 pages to save weight for posting. But the margins of today’s letter are back to their regular size.

Thinking of you. 

Cheers.

Dad
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